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MUNDARING COMMUNITY MEN’S SHED 

Statement 

HON LINDA SAVAGE (East Metropolitan) [9.19 pm]: I would like to say a few words tonight about a visit I 

made with Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich to the Mundaring Community Men’s Shed on 14 February this year. This was 

the first time that I had had an official visit to a men’s shed, and I must say that we were made very welcome. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich: Yes; we were the only girls there! 

Hon LINDA SAVAGE: We were made very welcome by Martin Beal and a number of other men who were 

there. I would like to make a few comments later about Mr Wally Winfield, who has been instrumental in 

establishing the Mundaring men’s shed, but first let me tell members a little about the activities that go on in a 

men’s shed that we were told about. As many members will know, the aim of men’s sheds is to provide a place 

for men, some of whom are perhaps retired or living alone, to do some activities, including manual work, 

woodwork, model making, welding or playing board games. They also have speakers and social events. It is a 

way to get together. It provides companionship and enables them to expand their social networks. They told us 

that they had found that it provided them with the opportunity, particularly when they had a speaker, to discuss 

health issues that they might otherwise not feel able to broach. They gave us a very strong sense of the focal 

point it played in the lives of many of them in being able to come together on a regular basis. 

I mentioned Mr Martin Beal, who was our host. He took us for a walk around the men’s shed and answered the 

questions that members can imagine Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich and I had about the men’s shed. I said that I would 

also like to mention Mr Wally Winfield. He was instrumental in driving the development of the Mundaring 

men’s shed. I understand that they are an Australia-wide phenomenon of recent years. They were built around a 

common theme of men feeling useful and contributing to their communities while learning or sharing skills, 

making friends, networking and availing themselves of health information, programs and opportunities, as I have 

said. The development of the Mundaring men’s shed project began in 2006 because people such as Mr Winfield 

had become aware that there were older and isolated men in the hills area who really needed somewhere to meet. 

The Hills Community Support Group and the active ageing network were looking for ways to engage them. This 

evolved into a desire to provide opportunities for the men to meet in a social atmosphere and do something, and 

so the shed was born. The Mundaring Community Men’s Shed was established in 2007. 

Apart from the activities and the opportunities to meet, talk about issues and go on excursions, the men of the 

men’s shed also give back to the community. Some of the activities that the Mundaring men’s shed members 

have been involved in over the years include assisting with, and supervising car parking for, the Mundaring 

Truffle Festival, which I have been to on occasions and enjoyed very much. They have also helped supervise 

parking for Trek the Trail. They do toy repairs for the Darlington playgroup and the toy library. When Hon 

Ljiljanna Ravlich and I were there, they mentioned to us that if family members or someone in the community 

has something that needs repair, they have a very comprehensive workshop.  

So they are able to take on all sorts of jobs. 

When we were there, they showed us where they wanted to construct a metalwork shed, which would include a 

utility room, so they are expanding. That is because of the growing number and the desire to take on activities 

that they would need a metalwork shed for. They told us that they had written to Lotterywest, seeking some 

additional funding. I think they put in their application late last year. I was, and I am sure that Hon Ljiljanna 

Ravlich was, very happy to write a letter in support of that application. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich: Yes, I did that. 

Hon LINDA SAVAGE: We are very hopeful that they will get that grant and be able to construct the metalwork 

shed. Perhaps we will have an opportunity to go there on another occasion. 

Hon Ed Dermer: Honourable member, can I just say by way of interjection how pleased my youngest son, 

Cameron, is to be a part of the men’s shed at Padbury. I think he is the youngest participant. 

Hon LINDA SAVAGE: That is good to hear.  

 


